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* # * From that mound 
Hoards may come forth of Trajans, Maximins, 
Shrunk into coins with all their warlike toil: 
Or a fierce impress issue with its foil 
Of tenderness, —the Wolf, whose suckling Twins 
The unlettered ploughboy pities when he wins 


The casual treasure from the furrowed soil. 
Wordsworth. 
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1 GREEK CoINaGE.—Greek coinage, how- 
| ever rude at first, soon acquired a beauty and 
perfection surpassing all our modern efforts. 
The staters, for instance, of Philip and of Alex- 
ander, the coins of Syracuse and Metapontum, 
present to us the most lovely female faces and 
deities—perfect models of human beauty. Ani- 
mals are also admirably represented, not only 
the horse, the lion, &e., but other smaller crea- 
| tures, as the harvest mouse on an ear of wheat 
j ona Metapontum coin, and even insects, as, for 
instance, the praying mantis. The heads on ' ! 
the earliest coins represent gods and goddesses, j 
the first human head being that of Alex- | 


jander the Great on a coin of Lysi- v4 
machus, and even inthis case the great con- : 
| querer is represented in his divine char- | 
acter as descended from Jupiter Ammon, which : 
| is indicated by the ram’s horns. It would not, 
| however, be fair to modern Mints to attribute 
| the comparative poverty of modern coins to 
| want of skill. It is a great convenience that 
| coins should lie flatly one on another, and the 
greater boldness of ancient coins, however it 
} may add to their beauty, necessarily rendered 
| this impossible. Not only were the Greek coins 
admirable for their beauty, but they were also 
made of pure metal and full weight, offering in 
this respect a strikng contrast to those 
|} of most other countries. There were, 
| however, of course, exceptions. Thus 


|\the money of Phocea was notorious / : 

| for its bad quality. Herodotus mentions, 49 6Ly Z 4 z 

| though with some doubt, that Polycrates, ty- : < , | 

| rant of Samos, having to pay a large sum to the j 
Lacedsemonians, ‘‘ coined a large quantity of * 
the country money in lead, had it gilt, and gave , 


_it to them ; and that they, having received it, 

| thereupon took their departure.” That the true 

| theory of coinage was well understood in Greece, 

we may see from the words of Aristotle, who e 
thus describes the origin of coins: ‘* It became 
necessary, therefore, to think of certain com- 
} modities, easily manageable and safely trans- 
portable, and of which the uses are so general 
and so numerous that they insured thecertainty 
of always obtaining for. them the articles 
wanted in exchange. The metals, particularly 
fron and silver and several others, exactly 
correspond to this description. They were em- | 
ployed, therefore, by general agreement as 
‘the ordinary standard of value and the com- 

| mon measure of exchange, being themselves es- 
timated at first by their bulk and weight, and 
afterward stamped, in order to save the trouble 
of measuring and weighing them.” In ancient 
Greece, as now, the right of coinage was a pre- 
rogative of the sovereign. And here we find a 
curious difference between the Basileus and the | 
turannos. The former coined in hisown name, 
but the turannoi, however absolute, never did 

so; their money was issued in the name of { 
the people. Coins are, of course, very instruc- 
tive from a historical point of view. | Never- 
theless, it is somewhat remarkable that the 
Greeks do not seem to have ever struck 
commemorative medals. Even on their 
eoins they did not for a long time 
admit. any allusions to comtemporary 
events, and then only in an indirect manner. 
Almost the only exception is the enormous gold 
piece struck by Eucratides, King of Bactriana, 
of which the French possess the only known 
example. The fact that it is just equal to 20 
staters does not prove that it was ever intended 
to serve as @ coin, against: which its size must 
have been 4 great objection. Moreover, it 
would appear that very few specimens were 
struck. Indeed, there is some reason to sup- 
pose that the French example is the only one 
ever made, as the die appears to havo been 
broken in striking it. Neither the Greeks nor 
the Romans had any name for a‘ medal as 
distinguished from a true coin.—Sir John Lub- 
bock, in Nineteenth Century. 
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dies. Bronze could 


seems to have led to perfection on. 
the artist, for he was constantly | 
make new dies. There are, then, 
slight, changes in all ancient coins. — 
A, Feuardent, the distinguished 
[, says that, in handling millions of 
man coins, he has never seen two 
like. save with a single excep- 
e the large medallions of Syra- 
.century betore Christ. Hither the 
se mint had a more indestructible 
in copying a die, the engraver kept rig- 
theold design. The desire to per-_ 
1e one beautiful type used in Syracuse 
nt, because there are coins of this pe- 
a have been worked from a defective 
ving a crackin it. The dies wero | 
rinches long; the piece was held 
an upper and a lower die, and the im-. 

sion made by striking with a hammer. It 
ry ent that the process was occasion- 
ef , and more than one blow of a 
dto be given, as some coins have 
circulation where the protile is 
swedging process not having been 
; quite positive that the planchets 
red-hot when put between the 
act that the pieces of gold and sil- 
ated can be seen, more especially in 
oins, with the naked eye. The sur- 
gold cooling more quickly than the 
en struck by the hammer, sfriw 
e, which form fine radiating lines 
iddle to the edges of the coin. Per- 
as necessary to heat these planchets 
mes if a large coin was to be struck, 
we anneal metal to-day. Numismatics 
addition to history, 2 whole tentative 
mechanics. In order to get a good, 
which would stand out, say on the 
goin, the die at the bottom, on the 
P the piece, was a simple square, which — 
ished up into the metal. ‘This marks the- 
re period as early as the eighth century 


Christ. 5 | 
ssquare, (numismatists call it ‘* the sand 
” possibly from an early falseimpression 
. the coins were cast,) was in time improved. 
je designs were fashioned in the squares, 
ome there is a semblauce to a Maltese 


as sixth century before Christa clever 
pt was made to make the face of the coin in 
relief, by duplicating the die on the back, 
h the difference that the die at the bottom 
convex, and the one on top concave, both 
ing the same figuro. This produced a thin 
n-like shell of little thickness. There are 
le series of Italian coins of this character, 
f Sybaris with the buil, of Metapontum 
the car of wheat, and of Croton with the 
In time these were abandoned, and in 
a little more the perfection 
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Yur SHEKEL oR JEWISH STAaTER. aa 
ns of the ancient coins of Judea,said to be of indt 


henticity, were sold in a collection known as vha ) i 
collection oe week by Messrs, Sotheby, Wilkinson, ind 
Hodge. No. 58 was described as struck at Jerusalem i in the 


year two—l44—140 years before the Christian Era. It was of 

silver, rudely stamped with Samaritan characters,and on the 

reverse a pomegranate twig, with three buds, supposed to 

represent Aaron’s rod, Its weight was 212 grains troy. | 

| This curious coin sold for £10. “Others, called Maccabean 

| shekels, of which there were seven, sold at prices from £3 | 
to £8 each. Five half-shekels, of which one was Peete 

a su verlatively fine coin, brought from £3 to £3 

the fine one selling, for £14. 


s 


- (like the Greek static). Half.shekels were struck the same 


(Samaritan form) aleph, implying ‘** the year one,” or B.C. 143. 


Reverse. <A. triple lily. 
Inscription. Jerushalem Kedoshah. “Jerusalem the 
petoly.?? 


. Our authority for this coin is yol. 255, page 43, on our 


THE HALF SHEKEL OR BEKAH. 
B.C. 143. 


“Coins were first issued about 50 B.c., and fia nse. of | 
coined money among the Jews addmoshaneitaee known | % 
prior to the taking of Samaria by the Assyrians, B.c. ‘721. ” ¥ 
Hezekiah being King of Judah. About a century Ps 
later, the Jews forfeited their sovereignty, and never - 
regained it until by the patriotic daring of the Maccabees, | 
B.C. 150, and the nation was redeemed from ‘*the yoke of | 
the heathen,” and a new era opened. This occurred B.c.| 
142, by which time the use of coined money was acknowl- es 
edged by all civilized people throughout the world. An era 
from which the new departure was made, begun B.c. | 
142, and the people from that time dated their contracts “in 
the first year,’’ etc. This sovereignty of course carried 
with it the right to coin money,and the firs K 
salem (as specimens prove) about 143 8.c. It was ver | 
coin denominated a shekel, a word denoting a standard 


vas struck ai 


erii- 


a8 


year, of which our cut is a representation. The weight of 

the half shekel is about 110 grains; the value in Federal | 

money about 30 cents. . 
Obverse. A cup or chalice, above it the Hebrew letter 


Inscription. (Translated) *t half shekel,”’ Chatat ha-Shekel. 


Two centuries later, when the Jewish nation was under | 
the Roman yoke, that government ordained an annual tax | 
upon each Jewish man in the world, consisting of one of | 
these coins, the half shekel.. This was for the repair, pres- 
ervation and support of the Temple and its service, 
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GERMANICUS, 
(Material bronze; Size 2d bronze.) 


The specimen before us is one of the finest monuments + 
of its class extant. Our Society has furnished two of | 
them, one in excellent condition, both genuine. 

The facts commemorated are described by Tacitus, Look 
2, Annals: and by Strabo, Book 7. Varus who had been 
consul with the Emperor Tiberius B.c. 13, was appointed 
by the Emperor Augustus, commander of the forces in 
Germany. Being met by Arminicus he suffered a terrible 
defeat, .c. 9, three legions being totally destroyed. 
Varus then committed suicide after the Roman manner, in 
which act he was followed by his principal officers. The 
prisoners were treated with horrible barbarity by the savage 
victors. 

An avenger was found in Germanicus Cesar, who had 
married the granddaughter of Augustus. Born B.c. 18, he 
was made Cesar B.c.4,and consul with Tiberius a.p. 12, 
and then set out to subdue the conquerors of Varus. Five 
years of incessant fighting was necessary to this. Then he 
returned to Rome, and received a triumph of which our 
coin is the metallic history. ) 

Obverse. Our hero riding in a triumphal quadrigae or 
4-horse chariot. As he leans forward to the right, a legion- 
ary eagle is set before him. Nothing can exceed the per- 
fection of the group. 

Inscription. GERMANICUS CAESAR. | 

Reverse. The hero standing to the left in military cos- 
tume; in his left hand an eagle. Singularly graceful is his 
attitude, his right hand extended. 

Inscription. SIGNIS. RECEPT:. DEVICTIS. GERM. 8. 
C. Supply abbreviations and read it: Signis receptis,. 
Devictis Germanis, Senatus Consulto; that is, ‘* The stand- 
ards being recaptured, the Germans being conquered, by 
command of the Senate.” 

The legionary eagles, or sacred standards, of the Roman. 
soldiers were rarely lost except in the entire destruction of 
the force. They were objects of worship to the army.) 
| Two of them, at least, that were lost by Varus were recov- 
ered by Germanicus and presented to the Senate, and these 
are seen on the two sides of the coin respectively: — a 

Our authority for this coin is the sameas the last, but on 
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VESPASIAN. 
A.D. 69 to 79. 
(Material, bronze; size, 2d bronze.) 


This specimen has often been adyerted to by Biblical | 


instructors as corroborating the early accounts of the de-  - 


struction of Jerusalem. The chosen people had now filled | 
up the measure of their iniquity. They defied all-con- | 
quering Rome a.p. 64, and felt her wrath to the uttermost. 


‘On the &th September, a.p. 70, after a sanguinary and pro- 


tracted war, the city fell into the hands of Titus, son of 
Vespasian, and afterwards emperor, and was totally de- 
stroyed. More than a million souls perished or were car- 
ried away captives. A joint triumph was decreed by the 


senate to Titus and his father, and our coin was struck to |! 


commemorate the conquest of Judea. 
Obverse. Face to right. Bust naked. Beardless. Head 


bound with laurel—token of victory. Countenance is |, 


aged, for Vespasian was 60 years old. Nose so aquiline 
that his soldiers privately nicknamed him ‘ Old Nosey.” 


Inscription. IMP. CAES. VESPASIAN AVG COS. III. | f 
Supplying the abbreviations, read it thus: Imperator Ceesar |} 


2a 


Vespasianus Augustus, Consulare 3; that is, “The Em- |) ¥ 
peror Cesar, Vespasian, Augustus, having been Consul 3 | 


times.” 
Reverse. In the field a palm tree, the emblem of Judea, 
At the left, sitting upon a pile of shields,the daughter of Zion, 


weeping the woes of her people. The attitude is life-like 


/ and fine. ‘ Judea weeping under apalm tree”’ is the com- 


| 
| 
| 


} 


| 
| 


mon reading of this cut. 

Inscription. IVDEA. CAPTA. 8. C., that is, “Judea 
conquered; by order of the Senate.” ; 

The authority for this coin is the same as the last, but on | 


page 106. 
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TRAJANS WaLLt& | 4 


‘ [From the London Globe. ] 

The events now transpiring in the neighborhood of 
the Danube bring into curious prominence the name of 
the Emperor Trajan, the buttresses o{ whose bridge, 
we believe, still stand on opposite banks of the Danube 
and whose famous wall seems to be the line along 
which the tide of war is rapidly rolling. ‘he Dridge. 
thrown over tho Danube by this great monarch was, il 


some respects at least, the most remarkabie of all 
the structures that successive belligerents have erected 
' for the passage of their troops. lt was not a mere : 
flosting bridge, but a permanent structure, carried 
on piers 150 teet high and 60 feet wide, and it com- 
prised 20 arches, extending altogether oyer a spab of 
4,770 Roman feet. Pnis giant structure, than which 
ancient histery records nothing of tne kind equal to 
it, seems to have been intended as a fortress as well as 
a bridge. Standing eighty feet above the water, it is 
supposed to have aflorded the command of the Dabube ee 
navigation, a garrison posted on it being, of course, 'r 
able to damage or destroy vesseis passing ¢nder, r 
while they would be above the reach of retaliation. " 
It was destroyed by Hadrian, and its precise local- | 
ity has been the subject of some dispute, 
Ruins, which evidently might have formed the but- : 
7 tresses of a bridge, occurring on the line of an old A Gn 
Roman road, however, seem to leave little room for 


doubt, ‘Lrajan’s wall Js another relic of this terribly 
energetic old Roman. lt 1s, strictly speaking, a ram-~ 
- part of earch, about thirty-live or forty miles jong, and 
; extends from Kassova, just at. the bend in the Danube, 
to the sbores ot the Black Sea. ‘Though only an earth- 
work, it 1s a formidabie jing of defence. lt is eight or 
ten feet bigh, with a josse io tront of it, while the | 
western portion 1s still further fortified by deep lakes | 
|| and the swampy valley of Kara-Su, In addition to all 
this, another rampart oF a similar character lies just 
in the rear of it, This) known as the south wall, the 
_gpace between the two ramparts being from 1,000 to | ; 7 


| 2,000 feet. 
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QUEEN ANNE’S FARTHINGS. 


An Interesting Chapter in Numismaties—&£ 
Meavy Sentence—The Half-Pennies. 


| Foracentury anda quarter the farthing 
| of Queen Anne was the source of a great popuc 
lar delusion among all classes of society, bothin 

England and in Ireland, where it was believed 

that only three’ impressions had been struck 

when the dies suddenly flew to pieces. The 
ownership of two was known—one being intha = 
| King’s private cabinet, the other in the British 

Museum. The third, fabulously valued at athoue 

sand pounds and upward, was frequently ad« 

vertised for, and large rewards were offered, 

All this culminated ina case of great judicial 

severity. 

_ in the year 1814, a remarkabletrial took plac« 

in the Criminal Court of Quarter Sessions in 

Dublin. The King, by his Attorney-General, 

at the prosecution of John Millar against George 

Hone.” Hone was indicted for the illegal de- 

tention of the supposed third farthing which he 
had borrowed from his friend. Failing to re« 

turn it, (the prisoner made affidavit that ha 
had lost it), he was fround guilty and merciless. 
ly imprisoned in the jail of Newgate for twelvd 
calendar months, with heavy bonds for the 
Y ; future. Another instance of the sjgular effects 

: resulting from a popular error. “An ample rex 

port of this trial was puppere. in the British 
ess newspaper, of Feb.14, 1814. 

Instead of a single type of the farthing, as waq 
then generally supposed, there were really aie 
varieties. The dies are still in existence, an 
the designs for tisha also preserved in @ 


volume in the British Museum, signed as ap< 
oved by the renowned Sir Isaac Newton, then 
aster of the Mint. 

, To the uninitiated it may be well to say hera 
that there was no issue whatever of copper 
coinage during the reign of the “ Good Queen 
Anne.” Those pieces of which we write were 
merely pattern or trial pieces—hence their great 
rarity. To this fact wo may also attribute th 
present wretched condition of the pare 


her immediate predecessors, William and Mary. * 
which for twelve years had to do double duty. 

The farthing dies were all executed by ar 

Thomas Croker, an Anglicized German, whe ¢ 

had_ been hg aad Assistant Die-Sinker in 

1697. (The fife series of national medals by —_ 


him are engraved and fully described in Rapin 
and Tindal’s“ History of England.”) His work- 
manship is only exceeded in beauty by that of 
Thomas Simon, rendered immortal by the no« 
. ble coinage of Cromwell. : 
‘ The distinctive features of each variety of the 
. farthings are as follows: : 
No. 1 has on the obverse a bust of the Queen; to the left (¢ 
her*hair adorned with pou and her shoulders fastid- 
iously draped. ‘Anna Dei Gratia.” Reverse, Britannia 
, standing with an olive branch in her. right hand, the F 
hasta in her left. “Bello et pace.”4 To commemorate 4. 
the termination of the warsin 1713.” (fhe London price 
varies trom £5 in bronze to £50 in gold.) , 
No. 2 has the same bust, and “Anna Augusta.” Re« 
verse, the Queen in a chariot drawn by a biga of re : 
with a motto borrowed from the coinage of ancien ibe 
Rome, ‘t Pax missa per orbem.” In commemoration of 5 


¥ 
Nn A ty 


the treaty of Utrecht—England now being at peace with 
the world. 1713. (£4 to £5). hi i Ae 
No. 3, the same bust, and ‘* Anna Dei Gratia.” Reverse, 
“Britannia” seated in a decorated niche or portal 
Henee this is known as the “canopy” type. 171% 4 
(Price £3 to £4.) ° eee 
No. 4, same bust, and “Anna Regina.” | Revers : 
“Britannia” seated to the left; by her side is an ov 7" 
shield bearing the united crosses ot St. George and St a 
Andrew. 1714 (From £2 to £3.) ; , 
, No. 5,same bust, and “‘Anna Dei Gratia.” Reverse, iL. aes 
| “Britannia, 1713.” Date in the legend and same figuré ay 
| seated. (From £1 to £2.) : me 
| No.6, same bust, and “Anna Dei Gratia.” Reverse, c 
| same as last, but the date, * 1714,” i$the exergue. (Ug 
| to £1.) : 


These patterns were mostly struck in bronz ‘. A 
a few being in silver, still fewer in gold,and s a 

have been skilfully counterfeited. Caveat Hmp« mM ; rt} 
tor. F YT. ’ P see: _ = 
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: 
It heer this, period that Dean Swift 7 im- a , 
portant but abortive suggestions ¢o the Governs PA; T 2 
ment with reference to curren?y, He proposed (AME 
| that the copper coinage should be entirely re« nd 
| minted, with devices and inseriptions commem« 
} 


Orative of the great events of eac reign—the sys< 
tem earried to such perfection on the coinage of 
ancient Rome. Had the Dean’s roject beer 
acted on, it.would have ennobled the metallig 
currenry of Englund, and have elevated it far 
above the rank of a mere medium of commerce, 
But the indefatigable Croker appreciated its 

| great importance, and forthwith destaned and 

| Submitted two patterns for half pence, which 
may be thus described: 


No. 1. Has on the obverse a fine bust of the Queen te 


; the left, her hair plainly coiffed, and her shoulders 
draped as usual. Anna, G.. Mag. Br., Fr., Bt 
Hib. Regina.” On the reverse: In the centre of the 


field_a rose and a thistle trom the same stem, beneath a 
single crown. ‘ : 

No. 2. On the obverse the same bust and. legend. On 
the reverse a crown, under which the Queen is seated, 
In her right hand a rose and thistle from av single stem; 
in her left the hasta. By her side is the shield of St 
George and St. Andrew united. 


__ Without legends on the reverses, these speak 
ing types admirably commemorate the Jegisli« 
tive union of England and S-otland in 170% 
| Very few were struck, and when now met with, 
in fine condition, they bring from two to three 
guneaseach. For a century after the death of 
Croker, the coinage of Great Britain was the 
most discreditable in Europe. Atthe present 
j time, although mechanically perfect, from an 
art stic standpoint, it continues to be, like that 
of the United States, a mere medium of come 
merce, 
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Toward the endof the seventeenth century, 
and wh to a period including the war for Amer- 
ican independence, England had the reprehens 
sible habit of subsidizing certain German” 
princes, who bound themselves by treaty to find 
soldiers if, England found money; but even the 
stern William ITI. found it no oii task to keep 
these potty potentates in order. Macaulay tells 
us that ‘“‘ Money was distributed among them, 
much less, indeed, than they asked, but much 
' more than “4 had any decent pretence for 
asking. With the Elector of Saxony a compo- 
sition was made. He had, together with a 
| strong wh at for subsidies, a great desizo to 
| bea member of thé most select and illustrious 
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ept 100,000 and the Garter,’ 
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_ Mr. Edwin Bishop, late of New York, informed me many years rs ago. go th 
the dies for the Wyatt counterfeits aoe come into his possession he 
8 struck a few sets, regular in form; in silver and copper; that he then took 
n English guinea and, using the oe dies of Wyatt’s Good Samaritan, 
and pine tree shillings, he struck this coin; that he made no similer one in 
y metal whatever, but immediately destroyed the dies. Hence this pie i “| 
tly unique and must ever remain so, both as regards metal and impres 

p. At the sale of Mr. Bishop’s collection, Dec. 17, 1863, it was pur 
chased by Mr. Lightbody for $42.50 which, “considering its great ae 
and desirability was not an immoderate price, me Se 
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value was reckoned by so many head of cattle. 
| The word “ money ” is from moneta, because in 
, Rome coins were first regularly struck in the | 
temple of Juno Moneta, which again was de- | 
rived from imonere, to warn, because it was 
built-on the spot where Manlius heard the 
Gauls approaching to the attack of. 
the city. “Ooin” is probably from the 
Latin cuneus, = die or stamp. Many 
coins are merely so-called from their weight, 
as for instance our pound, the French livre, 
Italian lira; others from the metal, as the 


‘aureus 7” _ the ‘rupee’ from the Sanskrit 
‘‘yupya,” silver; others from the design, as the 
‘pinged the testoon, from ‘teste or téte, a head; 
| others from the head of the State, as the sov- 
-ereign, crown; others from the proper name of 

ae monarch, such as the daric, from Darius, 
the Philip, Louis d’or, or the Napoleon. The 
| dollar or thaler is short for the Joachimstaler, 
. pecney 8 the Joachims Valley, in Bohemia, 
ese coins were first struck in the six- 


teenth century. Guineas were called after the 
country from which the gold was obtained, and | 
the “franc” is an abbreviation of the inscription | 
France Be The ‘‘sou”’ is from the Latin 
reg The word shilling appears to be de- 
“rived from a root signifying to divide; andin 
_ several cases the name indicates the fraction of 
some larger coin, as the denarius, half-penny, | 
farthing, cent, and mill. \'The pound was origi- 
aot not a coin, but a weight, and comes from 
the Latin pondus. Our pound was originally a | 
pound of silver, which was divided into 240 | 


es. ‘The origin of the word penny is un- | 
nown. Some have derived it from pendo, to | 
weigh; but this does not seem very satisfac- | 
tory. Our word ‘‘sterling” is” said to go back 
to the time of the Conquest, but the derivation | 
has been much disputed. Some have supposed 
thatit was first attributed to coins struck at 
Stirling, but for this there is not the slightest 
evidence ; others, that the name was derived 


‘rom coins having a star rs eh but no 


coins which could have given rise to sucha 
ie e most probable sugges- 
ti 


ame cnown. Th uy 
ion is the s reference to the Rasterling, 
North German, merchants.— The Nine 
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STORY OF SOME MONEY: 
ee , = x, 
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nth © Sty John Lubbock has an article 
itled’-"P Heer of Money,” in which the 


Suingulshbod@fathor expresses his indebted- 


_ © Such Well-known nuimismatists as Mr. 
2G 4, Head, Mr. Gardner, and Mr. Evans. 
Ore partidular details in regard to some 
‘he coins théir history, as cited by Sir 
eee » May be of interest. 
| mg the shekel, Sir John Lubbock 
ates that the obverse is inscribed in Hebrew, 
“thiek et Of Israel, year 4;” on the (reverse, 
‘OMisnlem, the Holy Triple City.” On the 
ever ; ‘there is a figure of a chalice; on tho re- 
HSG, & stem with three buds or flowers, typi- 
erhaps, of the three cities, but not abso- 
indicated. The respect paid by all 
98, irrespectiyo of" religion, to this coin, is 
ery remarkable. In numismatie collections It 
| the first coin generally asked for, and a de- 
j'8%s invariably expressed to handle it. It is, 
ideed, the most ta::sibie thing which connects 


: 
} 
: 


Mua-COLD. WiKicn D&S Deen mera 
the possible cradle of the human 
time has converted its present people 
very degenerate race, Sir John men- 
) an glass as having been used in Egypt. The 
|} Arabs apparently made flattened glass beads, as 
|| ® representative of value, up to the medimval 
|| period. In Palmyra, abcut the Alexandrian 
; &t@, tokens were made of terra cotta which had 

®@ purchasing power. 
|, Sir John Lubbock Pays special attention in 
|| Mis article to that famous coin of Hueratides, 
|| the full details of which wero 

Timers some months ago. It seems quite possi- 
ble that this piece was rather a medal than a 
hen. Justas King William gave Mr. Wash- 

7 e his portrait, it is likely that’ 
| tentates rewarded acts of. bravery o 
|| inasimilar way. As 
|} ave found pierced or h 
| quite probable that such were medallions and 
Mies doce, In citing 


had Deen lost, was discovered by means of 
coin, (the piece not bigger than a half-dime, } 
and how recent soun dings proved the existence 
‘of this isle. There was a lost city which owes its 
acetoxcoin. For overathousand yearsno one | 
w where Pandosia was, History told us that. 
osia King Pyrrhus collected those forces 
vith which he overran Italy, and that he estab- 
lished a mint there; but no one could put their 
finger on Pandosia. Hight years ago a coin 
came under the sharp eyes of a numismatist. 
#here were the letters, Pandosia, inscribed on 
i t what was better, there was an 
lem, indicative of a well-known river, the 
this. Then everything was revealed with 
he same certainty as if the piece of money had 
een an atlas, and Pandosia, the mythical city, 
vas at once given its proper position in Brut-. 
am. Now, acoin may be valuable for artistic 
rit, but when it elucidates a doubtful point 
ustOry Or geography, its worth is very much 
anced. This silver coin, which did not 
re than a quarter of a dollar, because 


ystery of Pandosia, was 
ho ae $1,000, the price 
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We have been requested to@xplain the manner of clean- 
ing ancient coins, It is 1 “subject fo'he handled care- 
‘lessly. Many ® ‘ine coin has had its gicra! character “a 
jabsolutely ruinea by the insane desire to make it look = 
“900d as new.” The noble relic of a Vespasian has been : 
' soused in nitric acid until his noble nose has sunk under = 
it. Marcus Aurelius has been Jaid on a red-hot poker, & 3 
until even Ais philosophy gave way. And, worst of all, the 
' modest Efruscilla has been sand-papered— yes, sand- 
papered — until every mark of modesty fled from her face. 

Bear in mind, dear gentle friend, that an antique speci- 
men is not intended to look ‘‘as good as new;”’ on the \g@ 
contrary, the older it looks the better. The only object 
you can haye in manipulating it is to make the type, 
portrait and lettering legible. Anything beyond that is to 
the damage of your property. 

But how to do that without injuring the coin,—ay, 
there’s the rub. 

We begin with a quotation from an English writer who es 
has had experience, ‘* While the rust on silver and gold = 3 
coins may and should be removed, that on brass and cop- a 
per, if not too crusty, is preservative and ornamental, and rik 
should be severely let alone. But if it is deemed essential ES 
to remove it, the safest way is to boil in water for twenty- 
four hours, with three parts tartar and one part alum; then 
clean with bran. Many fine coins of copper are ruined by 
unskillful attempts to brighten them.” 

To this another adds, that “gold coins may be safely 

- cleaned of any prejudicial rust by acid. Spirits of nitre 


eats anything but gold, and answers well for this. The 


green, blue or red rust on silver can be removed by steep- 


| ing for a day or twoin yinegar.”’ 
' Old silyer coins may also be cleaned by ammonia, and 
| by diluted cyanide of potassium. This will remove all 
dirt and incrustation. 
| A writer in Votes and Queries says “ it is very difficult to 
clean off the black sulphide of silver from silver coins. 
| They may be boiled in strong caustic potash or soda. Red 
; 
’ 


spots can be removed by sulphuric acid, but even silver is 
soluble in that. Cold concentrated hydrochloric acid 
answers, but it spots the silver,” 

To clean copper coins, take dilute sulphuric acid, 1 to 10 
of water, the water at ninety degrees Fahrenheit; then 
wash them well in hot water and dry with a warm cloth. a 
Warm water, soap and a soft brush will clean silyer coins [eae 


swemots 


sufficiently. That is our method. 5 


| An English writer says * you can bring out an obliterated : 
| inscription from a silver coin by laying it on red-hot iron. | 
- | The words will plainly appear in green color. and fade as 


the metal cools.” 
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